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Peggy Dennis, Editor - Phone: 301-983-9738 - Email: hotyakker@comcast.net 
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MCCF to Consider Revision to 
Housing Element of County’s 
General Plan 
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The Federation members believe that an important 
objective of the Housing Element should be the 
preservation of existing affordably priced housing, both 
government-controlled and free market available sale 
and rental units, while insuring units are maintained in 
good condition.  This is a specific goal in the current 
Housing Element (Objective 4 - Strategy F, 1993 
General Plan Refinement).  Instead, a half-hearted 
recommendation to "make affordable and workforce 
housing a priority" is buried as the 7th of 34 policy 
strategies in the document, with no specifics as to how 
this should be done.  The most affordable housing units 
are those that already exist, since housing on redeveloped 
sites is almost always priced higher than that which 
currently exists.  In addition, in environmental terms, 
existing housing has a smaller carbon footprint than 
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redeveloped housing, regardless of how energy efficient 
that new housing may be. 

A second and equally important objective of the new 
Housing Element should be the preservation of the 
character and quality of life of existing neighborhoods.  
One of the six objectives in the Housing chapter of 1993 
General Plan Refinement is to protect existing residential 
neighborhoods, with 6 specific strategies identified to 
achieve that objective; but, all of these references have 
been removed in the proposed revision.  We believe the 
objective of protecting single-family home 
neighborhoods, which occupy 72% of the developed land 
in the county, should be retained in any revision of the 
Housing Element.  And we believe a new strategy should 
be added to the revision, recommending the creation and 
application of standards necessary to preserve the 
character of residential neighborhoods and insure the 
compatibility of infill projects with that character. 

MCCF delegates believe the proposed strategy to "allow 
accessory apartments in residential zones by-right under 
appropriate design standards and conditions" [proposed 
Strategy 2.1] is an attempt to circumvent a county policy 
debate that has yet to take place.  The Federation 
strongly supports retention of the current Special 
Exception process for approval of accessory apartments.�

Resolution on Historic 
Preservation Nominations 
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Whereas the Greenwich Forest neighborhood near 
Bethesda has a noteworthy development history, homes 
that exhibit a unique and high-quality style of 
architecture, and an overall layout that displays a respect 
for the natural environment, which factors together make 
it emblematic of the best of suburban residential 
subdivision design of the 1920s and 1930s in the county 
and the state and worthy of preservation through the 
imposition of historic district status; and, 

Whereas the 1909 Bureau of Animal Industry Building 
in Norwood Park near Chevy Chase is the sole surviving 
structure from the Federal Government's foremost 
agricultural experiment farm begun in the late 19th 
century, and the Renaissance Revival building remains 
relatively unaltered and located on parkland that 
preserves the character of its historical bucolic setting; 
and, 

Whereas Higgins Family Cemetery in Rockville is 
associated with a prominent local family, and includes 
the graves of Revolutionary War soldier James Higgins 
and two members of the family who founded Knowles 
Station which became the Town of Kensington; 
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Therefore, the Montgomery County Civic Federation 
supports the recommendation of the Historic 
Preservation Commission and the Planning Board that all 
three sites, which have been grouped together in a single 
nomination package, be included in the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation, and urges the County Council to 
approve the designation. 

Official Dedication of Playground 
to Wayne M. Goldstein 
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“Whereas the memorandum from Planning Department 
staff, which was presented to the Planning Board during 
their July 9, 2009 session, contains sufficiently detailed 
findings of the negative environmental impacts of 
development on the sensitive Ten Mile Creek watershed 
and the issues which should be addressed as part of a 
new master plan amendment for Clarksburg Stage 4; and, 

Whereas both the Planning Department staff in their July 
9 memo (page 6), and Planning Board Chairman Royce 
Hanson in the Fall 2009 Semi-Annual Report (page 3), 
recommend the engaging of outside consultant services 
by the Department to advise on state-of-the-art 
environmental protection techniques, and on zoning and 
other land use issues, to be incorporated into a 
Clarksburg Master Plan amendment; and, 

Whereas the members of a Water Quality Working 
Group would not be professionals knowledgeable in best 
practices concerning development in an environmentally 
sensitive watershed area, and all members could instead 
provide their input as stakeholders involved in the 
community outreach process for a Clarksburg master 
plan amendment; 

Therefore the MCCF opposes the creation by the County 
Council of a Water Quality Working Group, and 
recommends instead that Council members, when 
determining the Planning Department work program in 
the context of reviewing the Fall 2009 Semi-Annual 
Report, take all necessary action to accelerate completion 
of a master plan amendment for Clarksburg Stage 4 and 
the associated Ten Mile Creek watershed.” 
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“The Montgomery County Civic Federation commends 
the Dedicated But Unmaintained Roads (DBU) Working 
Group for their efforts and for the “Dedicated But 
Unmaintained Roads Policy” which is now before the 
County Council.  This policy statement represents an 
improvement over past standards, practices and dealings 
between Affected Property Owners (APO) living on 
unimproved and privately maintained roads and the 
county government. 

Whereas the three methods  - the status quo - outlined in 
the “Dedicated But Unmaintained Roads Policy” have, 
by and large, not resulted in DBU roads being improved 
to County standards, and 

Whereas both the County and the APOs should have an 
interest in seeing that such roads, if improved, are 
improved in accordance with the county’s requirements 
and procedures,  

Therefore, be it resolved that the Montgomery County 
Civic Federation urges the Working Group to develop 
and incorporate into the “Dedicated But Unmaintained 
Roads Policy” a new, 4th method whereby a majority of 
APOs could petition the County to enter into a 
“Private/Public Partnership” for the express and limited 
purpose of improving their roads to County standards 
and having the County ultimately accept the road for 
future maintenance.” 
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MCCF Executive Committee 

�!

���������

�

Position Name Home Phone Office Phone Email 

Elected 

President Peggy Dennis 301-983-9738 same hotyakker@comcast.net 

1st Vice President Dan Wilhelm 301-384-2698  703-983-6847 djwilhelm@verizon.net 

2nd Vice President     

Treasurer Bill Schrader 301-946-6545 same schraderw@erols.com 

Recording Secretary:     

Appointed and Past President 

Member at Large Virginia Sheard  301-949-3372 same boots3303@aol.com 

Member at Large Drew Powell 301-520-2642  drewpowell@verizon.net 

Member at Large Jim Zepp  301-593-7863  jzepp@mindspring.com 

Member at Large vacant    

Member at Large vacant    

Public Relations Officer Sandy Vogelgesang 301-365-2347 Same everest.associates@erols.com 

Newsletter Editor Peggy Dennis 301-983-9738 same hotyakker@comcast.net 

Database Dan Wilhelm 301-384-2698  703-983-6847 djwilhelm@verizon.net 

Immediate Past President Arnold Gordon 301-570-0481 Same nmcaprexy@aol.com 

Committees 

Education Paula Bienenfeld 301-984-2944  paula_bienenfeld@yahoo.com 

Environment 
Ginny Barnes  

Caren Madsen 

301-762-6423 

240-793-4603 

same 

same 

ginnybarnes@juno.com 

carenmadsen@msn.com 

Legislation/Committee 
for Montgomery 

Dan Wilhelm 301-384-2698 703-983-6847 djwilhelm@verizon.net 

Planning, Land Use & 
Housing 

Jim Humphrey 301-652-6359 same theelms518@earthlink.net 

Utilities Chuck Lapinski 301-384-0392 703-874-8430 charles.lapinski@yahoo.com 

Public Finance  vacant    

Public Safety vacant    

Transportation Arnold Gordon 301-570-0481 Same nmcaprexy@aol.com 

Parks and Recreation Carole Ann Barth 301-593-7863  cbarth@mindspring.com 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY CIVIC FEDERATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 

 July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010  
Make checks payable to Montgomery County Civic Federation 

Mail To:   William H. Schrader (Treasurer) 
12824 Middlevale Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20906 
301-946-6545; schraderw@erols.com 

Inquiries Dan Wilhelm  (1st VP and Database) 
904 Cannon Road, Colesville, MD 20904 
301-384-2698 djwilhelm@verizon.net 
 

Name of Organization/Individual_________________________________________________________ Date __________________ 

Number of Households (Approx)___________________ Annual Dues (see below) $ ________________ 

Membership Type Number of 
Households 

PLEASE 
CHECK 

DUES Max Number 
of Members 

Voting 
Privileges 

10 to 50  $25* 1 

51 to 300  $45* 2 

301 to 600  $65* 3 

Local Association (civic, community, homeowner or 
municipality.  Must represent  at least 30 households - 
not paid members. Can not be a  single local  issue 
group.) 

601+  $85* 4 

Yes 

60 to 500  $45* 2 

501 to 1000  $65* 3 
Umbrella Association (Two or more local 
associations. Cannot be single local issue group.) 

1001+  $85* 4 

Yes 

Regional or County-Wide Organization 
(environmental, transportation, or other 
civic/community).   

4�S��������,�����
�

�,
���,
	�� � 

 $45* 2 Yes 

Individual Associate (not applicable)  $20* 1 No 

Associate Group (Gov’t agency, business,  or other 
organization) 

(not applicable)  $85* 2 No 

*A $5 discount may be taken for each person who elects to receive the newsletter via email – please check email 
box below.  You can also select less than the allowed number of members and pay according to that number. Please 
provide all the information below no matter the newsletter delivery method. We are planning to produce a membership 
directory. Please identify whether you want your email address included. 

1. Name**  Phone (H/W)  

 Street  E-mail �  

 City, State, Zip  Put email address in directory: Yes�  No�  

2. Name   Phone (H/W)  

 Street  E-mail  �  

 City, State, Zip  Put email address in directory: Yes�  No�  

3. Name   Phone (H/W)  

 Street  E-mail  �  

 City, State, Zip  Put email address in directory: Yes�  No�  

4. Name   Phone (H/W)  

 Street  E-mail �  

 City, State, Zip  Put email address in directory: Yes�  No�  

**President of applying organization or permanent substitute designated by the president.



�

�

���������	�

����������������� � � ���������

�

Federation Meeting 

Monday, November 9, 2009 
7:45 1st Floor Auditorium 

County Council Office Building. 
100 Maryland Avenue 

Rockville, MD 

Agenda: 
7:45 Call to Order 
7:46  Introductions & Announcements 
7:56  Approval of Meeting Agenda 
7:57  Approval of  Minutes from Oct. 12 meeting 
7:58  Treasurer’s Report 
8:00  Program on Md. Public Service Commission  
9:15  Vote Resolution: Housing Element of the 
 Coiunty’s General Plan 
9:30  Vote: Resolution on Historic Designations  
9:32 Committee Reports  
9:45 Old Business 
9:55 New Business 
10:00 Adjournment 

The Montgomery County Civic Federation is a county-wide nonprofit 
educational and advocacy organization. It was founded in 1925 to serve 
the public interest. Its monthly Federation meetings are open to the 
public and are held on the second Monday of each month September 
through June at 7:45 p.m. in the First Floor Auditorium, County Office 
Building, Rockville, MD.  

The Civic Federation News is published monthly. It is mailed to 
Delegates; associate members; news media, and local, state, and federal 
officials. Permission is granted to reprint any article provided proper 
credit is given to the " Civic Federation News of the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation."  

Submit contributions for the next issue by: Midnight, Saturday, 
November 21. Prepare submission as an MS Word, Word Perfect or 
text-only document, attach it to an e-mail, and send it to: 
hotyakker@comcast.net 

Please send all address corrections to Dan Wilhelm, 904 Cannon Road, 
Silver Spring, MD 20904, 301-384-2698, or djwilhelm@verizon.net. 

�

NEXT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

Wednesday, November 18, 2009, 7:45 p.m. 

At the home of Dan Wilhelm 

904 Cannon Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20904�
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