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The Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Traffic Safety Advisory Committee 

(aka, the unpronounceable “PBTSAC”) 

What is the PBTSAC?  A group of citizens, elected officials, and government 

representatives focused on pedestrian and bicycle safety issues in Montgomery 

County.  

● One of the 75+ Montgomery County Boards, Committees, and Commissions  

● Tasked with advising the County Council and the County Exec on ped/bike 

safety issues. 

● Focused on the whole of the County - not specific intersections & 

neighborhoods.  (Though, we do sometimes weigh in on major issues…) 

● Meet formally every other month, with intervening activities to promote and 

encourage ped/bike/traffic safety. 



Who is on the PBTSAC?  A collection of elected, County/state employees, and citizens - 17 Members  

● Stephen Aldrich, Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

● Chris Conklin, McDOT Director 

● Heidi Coleman, Vice-Chair, Silver Spring Resident (up for reappointment); George Branyan, Silver 

Spring Resident; Leah Walton, Wheaton Resident; Rachel Maleh, Grosvenor/Strathmore Resident; 

Tomas Bridle, Bethesda Resident; 1 citizen vacancy. 

● Marybeth Cleveland, Derwood Resident & Disabilities Community Representative 

● Luisa Montero-Diaz, Mid-County Regional Service Center 

● Captain Thomas Didone, Montgomery County Police Department 

● Derek Gunn, Acting Assistant District Engineer, Maryland State Highway Administration 

● Dave Helms, Silver Spring Resident, Bicycle Advocate 

● H. Leon Langley, Montgomery County Public Schools 

● Jeremy Martin, City of Rockville & Maryland Municipal League 

● Hans Riemer, Montgomery County Council 

 



When do we meet? 

● 4th Thursday, every other month.  Rockville EOB, or community location 

● Next meeting:  Nov 21 (3rd Thurs, due to Thanksgiving), Bethesda Regional Services Center 

What have we been up to recently? 

● Continue to remind appointed and elected officials of Vision Zero commitment; track deliverables under VZ 

2-year;  advocate for longer term VZ commitment and action 

● Weigh in on important issues, help raise awareness e.g.: Capital Crescent Trail, Vision Zero-based 

Planning Documents (Veirs Mill Master Plan, Aspen Hill Vision Zero Study, promote/support Ped Master 

Plan) 

● Connect with community and advocacy organizations - such as the MCCPTA - for community awareness 

and action (Safe Routes to School Forum; facilitated start-up of joint quarterly mtgs btwn MCCPTA, 

PBTSAC, MCDOT, SHA) 

● Participate in analysis and observation & carry forward recommendations (e.g., walk audits around the 

County, ACT Ped/Bike Memorials) 

● Testify at County hearings - budget, pending legislation, oversight, etc. 

● Coordinate advice to County & elected officials on State legislation 

● Community Engagement:  Bring the meeting *outside* of EOB - gather community input in 

Wheaton, Germantown, Longbranch.  Next up - Bethesda, Rockville.  Focus on highest incident areas 

& equity gaps. 



Please….  

If your neighborhood is planning a pedestrian or bicycle safety event, SHA or 

MCDOT walk-audit, advocacy push, or other related activites - reach out! 

The PBTSAC would like to get involved!   

If a representative from the PBTSAC is not available to attend, we are always 

happy to: 

● Help promote the event through social media and other channels 

● Integrate talking points into our testimony and other materials 

● Support your Associations’ activities in our ongoing conversations with 

MCDOT, SHA, and others. 



Vision Zero Action Plan 

● Can be found here:  

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/action.html 

● Includes Action Items organized thematically, based on whether they are 

related to engineering, enforcement, education, traffic management, or 

law/policy. 

● Links to active map - citizens submit problem areas and data, to supplement 

crash data. 

● Includes information on County’s progress for each action item  

 

 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/action.html






Data - 2-year plan, Visuals 



Fatal Crashes (all road users) - since 2015 



Fatal Crashes - Ped/Bike, since 2015 

Pedestrians        

  Bicyclists 



Fatal crashes - 1/1/2018 through 11/8/19 

Ped/bike 



Serious (non-fatal) - 1/1/18 - 11/6/19 

Ped and Bike 

 



Considerations 
Planning and implementing solutions will depend on several factors, such as:   

● Who owns and maintains the roadway?   

● What does the specific right-of-way look like?   

● What is the problem and funding source for fixing it?   

● What is the traffic, pedestrian and bike volume and roadway geography?  

● How do certain countermeasures fit into the broader transportation network?  

● What types of interventions are allowable under the Federal & Maryland MUTCD? 
 

When advocating for solutions, think about context - urban area, suburban, amenities 

(stores, schools, parks, etc.), travel patterns of residents, etc.; our “job” is to present the 

resident perspective, not to redesign/reengineer the roadway. 
 

A good resource to learn about various engineering solutions: 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/provencountermeasures/ 

 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/provencountermeasures/


What can you do?  
● Learn about and advocate for pedestrian safety improvements in areas outside of your immediate 

neighborhood.  Raising the bar across the County will improve safety culture and systematic safety 

approaches in all corners of the County. 

● Collaborate with your neighbors - plan a community Walk-audit; tool-kit and resources available 

(lessons learned: Aspen Hill, Wheaton); coordinate priorities and requests; develop and come to 

consensus on a prioritized list of community “problem areas,” utilizing both community observations 

and data available on the Montgomery County Vision Zero page 

● Call or tweet to 311 if you notice immediate safety concerns or issues - requests are all logged 

● Engage your Civic Association in neighborhood-specific issues, as well as in conversations with MC 

Civic Fed, Advocacy Groups (e.g. ACT), geographically specific County Boards and Commissions, 

etc. 

● Volunteer to lead “Safe Routes to School” initiatives at your school, and connect with the MCCPTA 

Safe Routes and Stops Committee 

● Sign up for Vision Zero email listserve, Montgomery Planning 

● “Like” the Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Traffic Safety Advisory Committee Facebook page, attend 

PBTSAC Meetings (every 4th Thursday, 7PM) 

 



Walk Audit - Toolkit, MC Planning 



Coalition Building - Call to Action 

It’s imperative that we build a Countywide Coalition now, to: 

● Increase accountability of County & State appointed & elected officials 

● Get system-wide safety countermeasures *implemented* 

● Raise the bar, in terms of funding 

● Prioritize our resources to optimize safety 

● Foster cross-organization communication to amplify advocacy 

● Joint voice to call out progress/lack of progress: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/vz-progress.pdf 

Goal:  *At least* two safety advocates (one bike/one ped) in each Council 

District & each State legislative District; committed to Coalition principles.   

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/vz-progress.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/vz-progress.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/vz-progress.pdf

